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slovak state. To draw boundaries for six new states on the
ruins of an old one, was the most complex and difficult opera-
tion that had ever faced a peace conference. To obtain a
satisfactory basis for the sound existence of the Czechoslovak
State in these circumstances required foresight, tact, hard and
dexterous work and unlimited patience. It required the
ability to win and keep the confidence of those who would
make the basic and ultimate decisions. Above all, it required
such policies as would leave more friends than enemies when
the job was finished, and this was not easy to accomplish for a
state which would border on four or five others, in view of the
intricate problems which had to be settled and the chaos which
the collapse of an empire had created.

The Czechoslovak Delegation presented a series of memor-
anda whose basic and vital claims included the lands of the
Bohemian Crown (Bohemia, Moravia and Austrian Silesia)
in the? former Austria and the Slovak territory in Hungary,
the latter based on ethnic rights, with a boundary on the
Danube, thus including Bratislava (Pressburg). Because
Czechoslovakia would be a landlocked state, they included
also claims to commercial rights on international railroads and
on water connections leading down the rivers rising in Czecho-
slovakia and flowing to the seas through other countries. Such
were the minimum or indispensable claims for a viable state.

Besides these, claims were advanced which were requested
as desirable and which were submitted for discussion and
compromise. Among these were the incorporation of Sub-
Carpathian Russia, a land corridor connecting Czechoslovakia
and Jugoslavia, and the protection of the Czechoslovak
minority in Vienna and of the Lusatian Serb or Wendish
minority in Germany.

The Czechoslovak memoranda were outstanding not only
as well-printed publications, but as lucid and trustworthy
statements based on the best available statistical and other
information, including always the last official Austro-